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select a lovely woman, with a marriage settlement thrown
in for nothing!

The fidalgos thought the whole thing a huge joke and
the men hesitated, but after the offer had been repeated
more than once, a few bashful bridegrooms came forward.
The Governor was most encouraging. He let each man
pick out the girl he fancied and gave them houses and plots
of land and everything to set them up in life. Those who
knew a trade were established in business, those who did
not were taught one. Bakers especially would be useful in
Goa, Albuquerque thought, no doubt having the fleets'
biscuit supply in mind, so many of the married men were
instructed in the art of making bread. Others opened taverns,
a profitable line in a city always full of sailors and men-at-
arms; and carpenters, tailors, shoemakers and barbers like-
wise set up shop. Goa began to have some of the amenities
of a European town.

Albuquerque seems to have been perfectly fascinated by
his experiment. For a confirmed bachelor he showed himself
an enthusiastic promoter of matrimony, and there was no
end to the flattering attentions he showered upon the couples
he had persuaded to unite. He called the brides his daughters
and indeed, says Castanheda, he treated them as such. If
a man brought his wife to Mass, she was met at the church
door by the Governor himself, who would escort her to her
seat gallantly as if she were some fine lady of D. Manuel's
court. He went to see the newly married couples in their
homes, he gave their husbands presents for their brides;
if any man complained that another one ogled his wife, the
offender was banished from Goa. So many privileges attended
marriage that weddings became the order of the day. Before
Albuquerque had been in Goa two months, more than a
hundred had been celebrated. Several Germans, he informs
D. Manuel, were among the bridegrooms; there seems to have
been quite a sprinkling of foreigners with the Portuguese in
India.

Albuquerque's  mixed  marriages   have  been   severely